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GRAND OPENING
CELEBRATION
he Strand recently underwent an extensive historic renovation and will
re-open its doors on Sunday, July 3,
2005. Great care was taken to return the theatre’s appearance and character to that of its
1920’s beginnings, yet the theatre was also
completely updated to reflect modern times.
You might say it’s a new take on an old classic! The renovation took 14 months from start
to finish, and included: complete remodeling of
the lobby, main auditorium, balcony, box
office, and stage; the addition of a new lower
lobby with restrooms, kitchen and “green
room”; a re-built brick façade; and a new marquee and sign modeled after the 1923 original.
In addition, the theatre was updated with new
projection and sound equipment, as well as a
new popcorn machine!
The historic Strand Theatre has been a midcoast Maine landmark and a vital part of downtown Rockland since 1923. The Strand is now
listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in recognition of its architectural and
cultural significance, and is once again a welcome anchor on Rockland’s Main Street. The
Strand is proud to be a part of all the many
wonderful changes that are taking place in
downtown Rockland, and we look forward to
welcoming back area movie-goers!
The theatre will offer the best of current
independent, foreign, and documentary film
(seven days a week), along with the occasional
classic and retrospective film. In addition, the
theatre will host a variety of live entertainment,
and will be available to rent on a limited basis.
This summer, in addition to our regular weekly
film schedule, look for our “Summer BigScreen Classics” film series, “Wednesday
Nights at the Strand” Jazz and Folk series
presented by Bay Chamber Concerts, and much
more! Residents will once again be able to
stroll downtown and take in a movie or show,
and the new Strand marquee adds a welcome
sparkle to Main Street in the evenings.
Welcome back to the NEW old Strand!
Donna Daly,
Director, Strand Theatre

T

Sunday, July 3, 2005
3-5 p.m.
An open house and afternoon of festivities
celebrating the reopening of the Strand Theatre. Afternoon
tours will be offered, during which a 16-minute documentary on
the Strand’s history and its renovation will be screened.
Block Party featuring:
Music by the Midcoast Community Band & Windjammer
Barbershop Quartet
Theatre Tours
Street Performers
Food & Drink
Arts & Crafts
Classic Cars
Raffles and Prizes
Evening Film Screening:
Sunday, July 3, 7:30 p.m.
The General (1927)
Starring: Buster Keaton
with live musical accompaniment
by Doug Protsik (72 min., Silent)
One of Buster Keaton’s greatest films, The General, is set
during the Civil War and tells the story of train engineer
Johnny Gray (Keaton) who tries to enlist in the Confederate
Army, but is turned down for service because he’s more
valuable as an engineer. Annabelle (his girl) thinks it’s
because he’s a coward. When Union spies steal his beloved
locomotive The General (with Annabelle on board), he pursues it single-handedly and straight through enemy lines.
Johnny’s efforts to recover The General — and to win back
his girl’s love — become an unbelievably funny and actionpacked series of events. Come help celebrate the reopening
of the Strand with this 1927 classic silent film, featuring
live piano accompaniment by Doug Protsik!

1920’s Prices for “The General” — Admission only 25 cents!
Tickets available beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday at the Strand Theatre Box Office.
(Two tickets per person, first come, first served.)

The Strand
Theatre first
opened its
doors in 1923.
The new
marquee and
canopy
have been
modeled after
the 1923
original, as
shown in this
postcard.
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“An Emerging Trend” —
Downtown Movie Theatres Making a Comeback
he Strand is a member of the League of Historic
American Theatres (LHAT), incorporated in 1976 by
a group interested in old theatres. The League
defines an historic theatre as one built prior to 1953, and
having three attributes: it is an architecturally significant
structure deemed worthy of preservation; has played an
important role in the history of the American stage; and can
be used as a performing arts facility. Theatres aged less than
50 years who wish to join are considered on a case by case
basis based on those three attributes.
Old theatres have been falling to the wrecker’s ball every
day — particularly in downtown locations — in even the
smallest cities and towns. LHAT has saved a few theatres
from destruction and helped others to get through the early
restoration phase and into successful operation.
Donna Daly, the Strand’s director, took some workshops
on restoration through LHAT and talked with members via
their online network when different problems arose during
the reconstruction. In the course of her communications
with LHAT, Daly spoke with the then-executive director
Kennedy Smith (Smith has recently accepted the prestigious Loeb Fellowship at Harvard University). Smith is an
expert in downtown revitalization and small business development. After graduate school in architecture, she became
the downtown manager in Charlottesville, Virginia, where
she created a retail market analysis methodology specifically for historic and traditional commercial districts. She
joined the staff of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation’s National Main Street Center in 1985 and
served as its director from 1991-2004. In 2004, she
received the National Trust’s President’s Award in recognition of her leadership in making the Main Street program
one of the most successful economic development and historic preservation programs in the United States.
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Kennedy Smith, former executive director
of the League of Historic American Theatres,
had the following comments to offer about
the re-opening of the Strand:
t’s part of an emerging trend of downtown, independently owned movie theatres reopening and making a
comeback.
We estimate that there are probably about 800 to 1,000
or so small-town movie theatres still being used as movie
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of Movie Palaces & Elephants —
Belfast’s Colonial Theatre
The Colonial Theatre opened in 1912 on the same day
the Titanic set sail on her maiden voyage. For the
Colonial, at least, it was smooth sailing until a fire leveled the original building in 1923. A new theater was
rebuilt quickly and the Colonial Theatre reopened at the
same location in its present structure during January of
1924. Showing a variety of “moving pictures” as well as
live theater and musical, magic, or comedy acts, the
shows slowly evolved from a mixed vaudeville to an allfilm format.
After WWII, the theater’s exterior was renovated into
its current appearance with an Art Deco stuccoed front.
During most of its life the theater was owned by the
Kurson family which operated theaters all over New
England from their base in the Boston Theatre District.
In the early 1970s the theater was shortened by abandoning the stage and moving the screen toward the audience, as attendance dwindled from the threat of television,
video and cable. For a ten-year period the lobby was a
video rental shop. The Colonial was “twinned” into two
movie theaters in 1984.
In 1995 the Colonial Theatre was purchased by local
residents Therese Bagnardi and Michael Hurley (now
mayor of Belfast) from the second generation of theateroperating Kursons who, at 80 years old, were quite ready
to retire. In a burst of energy, the exterior and interiors
were completely renovated and restored with an Art Deco
spirit. Major construction revived and unveiled the “front
of the house” grand flagship theater “Dreamland,” which
featured a new balcony and surround-sound, and utilized
the original grand stage and curtain. This brought the
Colonial up to
three screens.
The Colonial
Theatre is an oldfashioned, yet modern, example of
America’s downtown movie palaces where the
“show starts on
the sidewalk” and
Hawthorne
the
elephant trumpets
from the roof.

— according
to League
of Historic
American
Theatres

theatres (roughly 16 to 20 per state, on
average). Unfortunately, there is no
national inventory of historic theatres
of any sort (performing arts, movie
theatres, or combined). Fifty years ago or so, it would be
difficult to find a community with more than 15,000 people that DIDN’T have a downtown/main-street movie theatre — but many of them have been torn down over the
years or have been converted to other uses.
But, things are actually beginning to look up for mainstreet movie theatres. The movie distribution industry is
beginning to shift towards digital technology — meaning
that first-run movies will soon be distributed by satellite,
rather than on film. This will significantly change the economics of film distribution and exhibition; theatres now pay
somewhere in the ballpark of $5,000 to $10,000 for a firstrun, reel-to-reel movie, representing the biggest single
expense in operating a movie theatre. Digital distribution
will dramatically reduce that cost (although it will cost
$100,000 to $250,000 per screen to upgrade theatre equipment), and it will make it possible for movie theaters to
exhibit additional types of content, as well. Theatres will be
able to serve as distance-learning facilities, for example, or
as video-conferencing facilities, or they can begin offering
digitally broadcast sports events after work. This will help
movie theatres increase their revenues (most of which are
now earned just on Friday and Saturday nights — meaning
the theatre is currently underutilized most of the time).
We expect this trend to benefit main-street movie theaters more than suburban “one-too-manyplexes” (as Tom
Kiefaber, who owns the historic Senator Theatre in
Baltimore, calls them), as small-town main streets are
becoming more popular. Already there seem to be a gradually increasing number of main-street movie houses making a comeback — and the Strand is part of this new trend.
Having a movie theatre downtown gives a big boost to a
downtown’s economy. In my 19 years at the National
Trust’s National Main Street Center, I consistently found
that downtowns with active movie theatres were more
likely to have downtown restaurants open in the evenings,
upper-floor apartments, and livelier street activities. The
spin-off benefits for the community are enormous. I
applaud the Strand’s owners for taking on this important
project and bringing the Strand back to life.

The purchase of the Strand by Matthew and Ellen Simmons
and the year-long renovation of it is an act of quiet generosity that
serves as a testament to the depth of emotional attachment
downtown movie theaters engender. Their answer as to why they
wanted to do this for the midcoast is a simple one:
“We love the Strand, we took our children there to movies,
and we were so saddened when it closed.”
Lincoln Theater in Damariscotta, the Waldo in Waldoboro,
Rockport and Camden Opera Houses, Bay View Cinema, the
Colonial Theatre in Belfast — midcoast Maine has a nice history
of intrepid and generous people stepping up to the plate to keep
the tradition of small, downtown theaters alive.

How the Waldo Theatre
BY KITTY FASSETT
Came to Be
In 1936, as the Great Depression glowered over the
economy, Carroll T. Cooney, a New York lumber dealer,
decided to build a state-of-the-art movie theater in
Waldoboro, Maine. To carry out his plan, he hired New
York theater architect Bejamin Schlanger. It was rumored
that Schlanger had designed New York’s Radio City
Music Hall, so the Waldo earned the title of “Maine’s
Little Radio City.” True or not, the Waldo was recognized
by the Association of Motion Picture Owners of America
as one of the best-designed small theaters in the U.S.
The Waldo’s exterior is Greek Revival, its interior Art
Deco, with 400 plush seats and wonderful acoustics. The
$50,000 that it cost to build the Waldo was a lot of money
at that time. In 1937, right after New Year’s, the Waldo
opened its doors to an enthusiastic public. Tickets to
shows were 35 cents each, and for the next two decades,
the crowds lined up around the block to see shows which
ran daily, twice on Saturday night.
When Carroll Cooney died, his three sons took over the
management of the Waldo, and ran it successfully until
selling the property in 1957. By then, the epidemic of TV
had spread throughout the land, taking its toll on movie
houses everywhere. For years after that, the doors of the
Waldo were chained shut. Moisture permeated walls and
ceiling, and plaster crumbled and gave way. The Waldo
Theatre deserved better.
This vital part of local history was rescued in 1981 by a
dancer and her doctor husband. Extensive renovations were
undertaken, including adding handicapped access to the
building. In 1990, under current ownership, the theater was
leased to a new, nonprofit group, Waldo Theatre Inc.
Kitty Fassett, pianist and record producer, owns
The Waldo Theatre property, which is in turn operated by a nonprofit corporation.
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Programming
at the Strand Theatre
• The first film to be shown
at the newly renovated Strand
Theatre will be The General starring Buster Keaton. The 1927 silent
movie appropriately harkens back to the
early days of the Strand, and Sunday
afternoon’s grand opening celebration
will likewise pay homage to the 1920s,
when the Strand first opened. The
General takes to the screen at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, July 3. The 25¢ tickets will be
available beginning at 6:30 p.m. on
Sunday at the Strand Theatre Box Office
— on a first-come, first-served basis and
with a limit of two tickets per customer.
• On July 4, 5, and 7, the Strand
presents David Lean’s 1962 epic
Lawrence of Arabia, starring Peter
O’Toole. There will be one showing
each day, beginning at 6 p.m.
• On July 6, Bay Chamber
Concerts of Rockport presents
clarinetist James Campbell at the Strand
Theatre in a musical presentation entitled “Manhattan Nights.” The evening
program features music by George
Gershwin, Irving Berlin, Cole Porter,
and other jazz and show composers.
• The Strand’s regular programming — which will commence
Friday, July 8 — will run two shows
nightly (and Tuesday matinees at 2
p.m., as well as weekend matinees).
The new theater will be equipped with
digital projector and sound, as well as
35mm equipment. Films will change on
Fridays and run through the following
Thursday. “Layer Cake” will open the
regular schedule on Friday, July 8.
The Strand, according to its director
Donna Daly, will present “the best of
modern cinema,” focusing on new independent films, including American and
foreign films and documentaries, as well
as occasional traveling film festivals. The
“big Hollywood blockbuster movies” are
not the market the Strand is going after.
The Strand’s schedule will be available on the Web site, www.rocklandstrand.com, or by calling the Strand
movie line, 594-0070. Regular ticket
prices are $8 for adults; $6.50 for senior
citizens and teenagers; $6 for children
under 12. Matinees and Monday screenings will be $6.
• In addition to its weekly schedule,
the Strand will show special features
throughout the summer, including a
30th anniversary showing of Jaws, during Maine Lobster Festival weekend.
And the Strand’s Summer Big-Screen
Classics Film Series will run every other
weekend, with screenings at 2 p.m. on
Saturday and 7 p.m. on Sunday (see page
27 for the summer classics schedule).

Bay Chamber Concerts
at the Strand Theatre
July 6: James Campbell, clarinet;
Graham Campbell, guitar; Gene Di
Novi, piano; Dave Young, bass; Alain
Trudel, trombone. Manhattan Nights
July 20: St. Lawrence String
Quartet; Stephen Prutsman, piano.
Brahms to Birdland.
July 27: Butch Thompson and
Friends. Butch Thompson, piano;
Jimmy Mazzy, banjo; Eli Newberger,
tuba. Jazz.
August 10: Louisiana Repertory
Jazz Ensemble. Jazz
August 24: Appalachia Walz Trio,
with Mark O’Connor, violin; Carol
Cook, viola; Natalie Haas, cello.
Selections from O’Connor’s
Appalachia Waltz and Appalachian
Journey.
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A BEACON FOR MAIN
STREET ROCKLAND
The Restoration
of Rockland’s
Strand Theatre
is a dream
come true!
Congratulations
from all of us
at the Maine
Lighthouse
Museum

MAINE LIGHTHOUSE MUSEUM
One Park Drive at the Gateway Center, Rockland, ME
207-594-3301 • www.mainelighthousemuseum.com
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A National
Historic
Landmark
Last fall, the Strand applied for
and received designation as a
National Historic Landmark.
The designation was awarded largely on the
strength of the significance of its role in the
cultural life of Rockland throughout its 80
years of virtually continuous operation.
Robin Haynes, an architectural historian,
documented the Strand’s history as part of
the application process for National
Historic Landmark status. It’s a great story,
and part of it is reprinted below.
he Strand Theatre primarily draws its historical significance from its role in the community and region’s recreational landscape. The
Dondis family began the business in the early 1920s
and they persisted for over seven decades through
the struggles created by a difficult, monopolistic
industry in the midst of a technological transformation, the
Great Depression, a death in the family, World War II, and
changing economic surroundings. The theatre continued to
bring entertainment to Rockland and its hinterland, a community known for its exports and resulting transient population. The theatre stands as a piece of signature architecture, proclaiming visually its function, its differences from
a downtown still dominated by nineteenth-century architecture. Certainly the shape of the theatre’s canopy still communicates without words its flashy purpose, becoming, as
Ben Hall, a film historian, describes marquees, an “electric
tiara whose reflections would dance in the windshields” of
the new automotive landscape. The Strand Theatre is the
only survivor of the three movie theatres that served the
Rockland area in the 1920s. The physical modifications to
the building reflect the changing nature of the film industry,
its owners and its consumers.
The settlement of Rockland grew in the nineteenth century with the commercial production and export of lime,
supplying not only Boston with the basics of plaster and
mortar, but also New York and New Orleans. One of the
later nineteenth-century inventions for the use of lime was
a pencil form. The lime pencil, primarily produced in
Rockland, was utilized in lanterns in order to create “limelight” for dramatic presentations. The granite industry of
the neighboring islands was also headquartered in the city,
incorporated in 1848 as Rockland. When the introduction
of reinforced concrete and changing markets pulverized
the limestone and granite industries in the beginning
decades of the twentieth century, Rockland’s residents
turned to other natural resources, those of the sea. The
number of fish caught and then processed in the factories
of Rockland made it one of the four most productive fishing ports in New England by the 1950s. Rockland’s economic prosperity was based largely on the exporting of
resources, not the importing of items for neighboring areas.
The theatre and its pull through popular culture provided
an additional magnet for the county seat as a service center. The films and the live entertainment became one of the
few things that the city imported for distribution.
The Strand Theatre was built on the east side of Main
Street at the site of the Willoughby Block, one
of four business blocks worth nearly half a
million dollars that were destroyed by the fire
of June 16, 1920. This was during the transition from an economy based on lime to one
full of fish. The site was bought by Ida Povich
Dondis in the late fall of 1922. A little over a
month later she sold the property to the
Dondis Amusement Company, a company
formed for the management of theatres and
amusement places by Mrs. Dondis, her husband Joseph and her sister Annie Povich. The
company had the theatre constructed quickly
in the winter months, beginning the clearing
of burned debris from the parcel on
November 7, 1922, and opening on February
21, 1923, with the silent film My Wild Irish
Rose. It was the first building to arise from the
devastated section of the central business district. From the beginning the business was a
family affair, although certainly others assisted. Miss Povich served as ticket seller and Mr.
Dondis managed the theatre. One of the two
small storefronts became the new home for
the cigar store of James, Joseph Dondis’s

T

Rubber Drive during the war

brother. The other was occupied as a florist shop. In the
years to come virtually all of James and Joseph’s children
helped their parents in either the cigar/candy store or the
theatre itself.
Born in Russia in 1884, Joseph Dondis traveled with his
parents and siblings to the United States when he was a
child, coming to Rockland in 1906. He did not achieve the
success he sought, despite trying a variety of businesses that
included peddling small wares, a grocery and crockery
store, a clothing store, and a fish business — until he began
the theatre. The inspiration for the change in career path is
not known, but demonstrates an interesting parallel with a
widespread Paramount marketing effort.
Paramount Pictures Corporation formed the first national distributorship of feature films in 1914. Three years
later in an effort to promote the recreational activity to
middle-class Americans and increase the number of potential theatre outlets, the company began a campaign of several years’ duration in national magazines such as the
Saturday Evening Post and Ladies Home Journal with a
slogan insisting that “You can have the Strand in your own
hometown.” This campaign, which also appeared in movie
trade magazines of the time, referred to the Strand Theatre
of New York City, an early and elaborate movie palace
designed by Thomas Lamb in 1914. The articles pointedly recommended that smaller communities could buy into
the glamour and comfort of the urban experience, building, as Kathryn H. Fuller notes, on the marketing changes
in the very early twentieth century that transformed unpretentious department stores into castles of consumption.
Whether the Dondis family saw the evocative ads and articles that promised that lethargic towns could be altered
into “centers of metropolitan animation during the hours
that used to yawn” can’t be documented, but nevertheless,
they heard the siren call of the industry.
The financial potential of the Rockland Strand seemed
evident quickly in the mix of silent films, musical numbers
and comedy acts offered in the opening days. Within fourteen months, existing mortgages were retired in order to
obtain new, larger ones for the expansion of the theatre and
a little later, the expensive addition of appropriate audio

Parade in 1935 with the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
Maine’s Governor Louis J. Brann leads the parade.

equipment for the movies with sound. This reflected the
change nationwide in the entertainment industry as the middle class increasingly partook of the pleasures of moving
pictures. The construction of movie palaces, magnificent
and modest, provided a new family-oriented venue rather
than the penny arcades and nickelodeons of modified storefronts. And sound, of course, played its part. By May of
1927 short features with sound were showing at the Strand,
but in February 1929 the addition of more sophisticated
Vitaphone sound equipment brought the “singing and talking pictures” to Rockland with the film “Alias Jimmy
Valentine.” But a variety of programs from vaudeville acts
to the film of the famous 1927 boxing match between Jack
Dempsey and Gene Tunney — that of the “long count” —
enticed customers to the seats of the Strand.
Starting the business when they did, the Dondis family
saw the evolution of motion pictures and their production.
During the late teens and early twenties, motion-picture
film producers followed the established patterns of
American industry by expanding both horizontally to control the increasing number of exhibitors and vertically to
control the entire process of production, distribution, and
exhibition. Joseph Dondis, himself, as an independent theatre owner, had difficulty obtaining the first-run films he
wanted and needed. He received a threatening letter from
Adolph Zukor’s First National, which had acquired
Paramount and other producers. Joseph Dondis’s sons,
Meredith and Harold, recall their father traveling down to
Washington, D.C., by train to testify at Congressional
hearings in the late 1920s that considered the possible violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act by Paramount
Famous-Lasky Corporation. The company and their policy toward any new exhibitors softened and they
approached the Dondis Amusement Company and, no
doubt, many others in the country. The family created
another corporation, the Rockland Amusement Company
— stockholders: Mr. and Mrs. Dondis, their lawyer
Ensign Otis, and his wife Elizabeth. The local branch of
Paramount, “M & P,” then contracted with the
Rockland and Dondis Amusement companies
for the management of all three theatres in
Rockland — the Strand, the Empire, and the
Park — and eventually the Waldo Theatre in
Waldoboro. Joseph Dondis also partially
owned and managed theatres in Skowhegan
and Calais. These patterns of control and
acquisition marked the path of the
Paramount/Publix theatre expansion. And part
of the company’s plans included the creation
of management classes for those associated
with them. In the late nineteen-twenties,
Paramount offered specific guidelines for
managers to increase the attendance at their
theatres. As Douglas Gomery writes, these
methods pulled on the ideas of chain-store
operations to keep costs low and revenues
high. He details the suggestions that were not
only offered to theatre managers at the time,
but also to students at the Harvard Business
School by Sam Katz, theatrical tycoon.
Despite the national and local drop in attendance during the Great Depression, the
Dondis family and the Strand Theatre continContinued on page 18
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Reminiscences
of the Strand
Chris Adams
“We all went there on Saturday afternoons for the matinee. The matinee was 25 cents for kids. I remember a
werewolf show in particular. They would stop the reel
and the theater would be pitch dark. There was a guy in
the audience dressed in a werewolf costume. He would
flick a cigarette lighter just a little so you could see his
face. He’d be crawling all through the theater; it was
really scary!”
“The Strand was a great place to go and be kids.”

Elizabeth Sims
“I remember the free movies they would have right about
Christmas time. You would get a ticket from somewhere
and then you could go to the movies for free. That meant
a lot to us back then.”

Barbara Perkins
“My sister used to take me to the movies but I didn’t like
them. For the coming attractions there would be a train
coming at you and I’d scream and my sister would chastise me. But I did like the Nelson Eddy/Jeanette
MacDonald movies. I went to all of those!”

Betty Hooper
“We moved here in 1954. At the time there were two
other movie theaters in Rockland. After I married Ralph
we were in California when “Peyton Place” came out. I
remember going to see it in California and there was
Ralph’s family in the movie!”

THE FREE PRESS

Doris Norton
“My best friend was Jo Dondis whose grandmother (Ida)
owned the Strand. So we could go to the movies any
time we wanted! It just felt like a normal part of day-today life. I didn’t know you had to pay for the movies
until I was 18.”
“When we were in junior high that was when we got to
go to the Sunday afternoon matinee all by ourselves.
Where you sat depended on where you lived: Rockland
kids sat on the left, Camden kids sat on the right. If you
sat up in the balcony, well, then you were a little loose.”

Linda Taylor
(at right holding her perfectly preserved
20¢ ticket from 1952)

Back in 1952 when Linda Taylor was 10
years old she used to ride the train from
Thomaston station to Rockland (for 10¢)
to go to the Strand for 20¢ (the thengoing rate for those under 12) to see
Westerns … and Shirley Temple. The
train left Thomaston from the bottom of
Knox Street. Taylor, with ticket in hand,
was at the marquee unveiling on May 29.

Behind the Candy Counter —
Sweet recollections of the Strand
Maryann Blaisdell grew up in Rockland and Ida Dondis,
owner of the Strand, was her next door neighbor, someone
Blaisdell regarded as “a surrogate grandmother.” All the
children in the neighborhood knew Ida because she generously dispensed candy to them — circus peanuts and nonpareils were her favorite. “Ida would always tell me,
‘When you grow up, you can be a candy
girl,’” Blaisdell says. And once she
reached her teens, Blaisdell took the
offer and worked after school, in the
evenings, and at the Strand’s Saturday
matinees. Her brother, who is four years
older, worked as an usher.
Long before she became a candy girl,
Blaisdell was used to spending a lot of
time at the movies, early on at both the
Strand and the Knox Theater, which
stood where the present-day Rite Aid
Pharmacy is now located and was torn
down. Ida Dondis was always generous
with free movie passes for Blaisdell and
her mother, and the two would often attend together. “I
saw all adult movies,” says Blaisdell, “the ones my mother wanted to see. There weren’t many kiddie movies at the
time.” Because of her early exposure to films, Blaisdell
says she’s unbeatable when it comes to movie trivia. After
she became a candy girl, she could see any movie she
wanted once she got off work, or drop in any other night.
Even when she no longer worked for the Strand, “If Ida
was selling tickets, she’d say, ‘Go in, go in.’”
Dondis was not as easy on her other patrons or
employees. “Ida was very small, but she was a
dynamo,” says Blaisdell. “She wouldn’t hesitate to run
six-foot-tall boys out of the theater if they were noisy
or unruly.” And if teens were caught trying to smuggle
in soda or candy, they were also shown the door. “You
couldn’t put anything over on her,” says Blaisdell, who
looked out on these expulsion scenes with fascination
from her safe vantage point behind the candy counter.
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1854 Rockland becomes Maine’s 8 incorporated city
1903 Rockland Public Library built; “The Great Train Robbery”
released
1910 President William Howard Taft visits Rockland
1915 “Birth of a Nation” released
1920 “Way Down East” with Lillian Gish premiers
1922 Major fire destroys south Main Street in Rockland
1923 Strand Theatre opens — “Wild Irish Rose,” first movie
shown
1925 Charlie Chaplin’s “The Gold Rush” released
1927 Carlton Bridge spans the Kennebec River in Bath
1935 Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers’ film “Top Hat” released
1941 America enters World War II; Orson Welles’ “Citizen Kane”
premiers
1948 First Rockland Lobster Festival held in Rockland
1952 Rockland suffers “Million Dollar Fire” — four blocks of
Main Street destroyed

1957
1958
1972
1974
1975
1977
1988
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005

“Ida,” she says, “ran a tight ship.”
Although tiny, Dondis always drove very large cars,
Blaisdell remembers, and stories about Ida’s driving
exploits are legendary, even in her family. She would often
offer Blaisdell a ride to work and would park right in front
of the Strand. When it was time to go home, “She’d use her
car like a tank,” says Blaisdell. “She’d back up until she hit
the car behind her, then go forward until she hit the one in
front. She pretty much did as she wanted.”
One of the perks of being a candy girl was being able to
eat all the popcorn you wanted, Blaisdell
remembers. This largess did not, however,
extend to the ushers, who would have to
beg the candy girls for their share of the
popcorn. The popcorn came to the Strand in
big boxes, and it was stored behind the
screen. There were two warming ovens —
one for loose popcorn and one to hold filled
boxes. One of Blaisdell’s jobs was to scoop
the loose popcorn into the boxes and then
place them in the warmer. “People would
always ask if it was fresh,” she says. As a
good Catholic girl, she didn’t want to lie
and say it was, so she came up with a creative solution. “‘I just boxed it,’ I’d tell
them,” says Blaisdell. “That way, I wasn’t really lying, and
anyway, everybody got warm popcorn. I knew it was three
months old, but we all ate it.” Many people told her they didn’t know why, but the popcorn seemed different, very tasty.
During the years Blaisdell worked behind the candy
counter, there would be a last call. An announcement
would be made — “Candy counter will close in five minutes”— and “people would get up in mid-movie to rush
out for more candy,” Blaisdell says. She remembers that
one of the biggest draws to the Strand in the early ’60s
were Elvis Presley movies; people of all ages — kids,
grownups, and couples — would attend. From behind the
concession counter Blaisdell got to see who was dating
whom in town, because “everybody had to walk by.”
These days Blaisdell watches old films on Turner
Classics. As a child, however, her family was one of the
last to buy a television. “We had no TV, so we read books.
But I always loved movies ... maybe because of Ida.”

“Peyton Place” filmed in Camden
Last lime kiln closes in Rockland
Old Samoset Hotel burns to the ground
President Richard Nixon resigns
“Jaws” released; beach attendance plummets
George Lucas’s “Star Wars” premiers
Sea-Pro processing plant closes in Rockland
Meredith Dondis retires, Strand closes
Dondis sells Strand to Peter Vivian, Strand reopens
Vivian closes Strand; sells it to Flagship Cinema;
“In the Bedroom” filmed in Rockland, Owls Head, Camden
Maine State Prison in Thomaston demolished
Maine’s Attorney General files anti-trust complaint in Dec.
Feb. 5, Matthew Simmons buys Strand; renovations begin
Strand Theatre reopens; last “Star Wars” movie released

TIMELINE
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A Right of Passage

I

WAS SPEECHLESS WHEN MY MOTHER SAID
THAT I COULD GO TO THE MOVIES BY MYSELF.
She almost never approved of my best ideas, and I’d
offered up this one idly, with
little expectation of getting
— BY WILL COOK
anything. Well, all right, a
moment of her attention maybe. When you’re young and
it’s Saturday and you’re bored, even a negative response
can lead to a minute or two of interest. But this time she
didn’t even pause in her vacuuming. “Okay,” she said.
I stopped fiddling with her arrangement of candlesticks
on the sideboard. There was something in her tone that
implied, “Of course you can, why do you even ask?”
What’s going on, I wondered, isn’t she paying attention?
Suddenly she thinks I’m old enough? Maybe I’d passed
some milestone of growing up that I didn’t know about. I
certainly couldn’t think of anything I’d done that
deserved reward.
I stared warily at her for a moment. Was this going to be
like last week when I proudly announced that I’d “shaved”
for the first time? She’d broken into sobs that day. What a
nightmare. But no, she continued to vacuum. She was even
humming; Nat King Cole, I think. It was inexplicable.
For the rest of the morning I was in orbit. I’m going to
the movies!! Wait ’til my friends hear about this! The
Strand is where grown-ups go; at night, on dates and stuff;
like when they go to the Passion Pit at the Thorndike. I
only have a vague idea of what that place might be like,
but I’ve been to the Strand a few times before, on special
occasions, and always with someone older, but it’s such a
cool place! There’s this cat that lives inside the theater part
and during horror movies it rubs up against girls’ legs and
makes them scream. Really funny! I’ll get to stand in the
ticket line and hold my own ticket and buy my own popcorn (or maybe Ju-Ju Fruits, no, Chocolate Sugar Babies)
and choose my own seat and maybe I’ll see someone we
know in the lobby and wouldn’t it be even better if they
were just passing on the sidewalk and saw that we were
going to the movies and they weren’t? No. Wait a second,
there’s no “we.” I’m going on my own this time!
I’ll get to hand my own ticket to the doorman and he’ll
look at me like … but he’s kind of scary come to think of
it. Like a policeman or something. Maybe you might have
lost your ticket already, or maybe he wouldn’t let you in if
you’d torn off just a bit of the corner?
But no, I’ll get past him okay and then I’ll be in that
inner hall, all draped in purple. The air in there is always
heavy, and warm, and it’ll smell of popcorn. The older
boys’ll be standing over by the stairs that go down to the
bathroom; smoking cigarettes, probably. They’re loud and
they push each other but they won’t give me a hard time,
will they? Nah. They’ll go up to sit in the balcony. I’ve
never been up there, but you know it gets kinda rough. You
have to sit way in the back downstairs, behind the balcony
railing, so they can’t throw things down on your head.
Oh yeah. I’ll have to decide which side to go on: down
the right aisle, or the left? What if I choose the wrong
side? No, that’s silly. Either way’s the same, but once
you’ve made your choice, you can’t go back again. I’ll
just go to the right side maybe, through those curtains ...
it’s always so dark when you step inside. You can’t see
anything for a whole five minutes. You know there are
other people in there already and they can see you, but you
can’t see them. It’s really creepy.
And you’ve just got to choose the right seat and you can’t
just stand there blinking with everybody watching you.
You’ve got to go sit down right away, and what if there’s
already someone sitting in that row and you have to climb
over them? What if you choose the seat that someone
spilled their Coke in and everyone else knows it but you and
they laugh at you? Or maybe your cowlick in back is sticking up and the people behind you think you look stupid.
Stop it!! I can do this. I have to. Mom already said I
could. Geez, I didn’t think she would.
By the time Mom pulls up in front of the Strand, I’m
having a real mix of feelings about this. But it’s kind of
like when it’s your turn to play a piano piece at the annual recital and you’re already half way up the aisle to the
stage. You have to keep going. Only this is definitely more
fun. I think.
“You sure you don’t want to go too, Mom? It’s a really
good movie.”
“No thank you, dear. I have shopping to do; you run
along and have a good time. I’ll pick you up at four thirty. Got your money?”
I fix my eyes firmly on the theater doors and cross the
sidewalk. I don’t look at any of the people walking by, but
I know what they’re thinking. Such a fine young man.
He’s going to the movies by himself. Imagine that! It’s
nothing for him, of course, he’s buying his own ticket and
everything. He’s all grown up!
Can’t let them know I’m nervous. And this isn’t so bad!
What was I worrying about? Standing in the ticket line,
my courage flickers only a little. Four people ahead of me,
now three, now two. Checking and rechecking my money,
my hands are damp. Would I be expected to figure out the

change myself? I’m not very good with math. Maybe the
movie I came to see has changed already; how embarrassing! Or I’ll have to go to the boy’s room by myself. Oh
god, the big boys will be down there, I could never do that.
I’ll hold it if I have to. Oh geez, I gotta go I think.
Finally it’s my turn. “I’ll have one half-price ticket,
please.”
I can instantly tell that something’s wrong. The woman
behind the ticket-window doesn’t react right away. That’s
what you’re supposed to say, isn’t it? Suddenly she leans
forward on her stool and pins a withering stare upon me.
“You don’t look eleven to me,” she rasps.
A jolt of anxiety runs through me. “But I am,” I protest.
Despite the fact that I’m telling the truth, my ears feel hot.
Oh god, why did I ask to do this? Everyone’s looking at
me! “I don’t turn twelve ’til next August … really.”
She wrings the wide spool of tickets in her hands. All
those tickets! I’ve never seen such an open display of
power in my life. My heart begins to pound, and fiery
pins prickle my cheeks. Oh god not now, I think, but I
know from painful experience that my face is already
turning red. Why me? I just want to disappear. How
could this happen?
“Well I think you should be paying the adult price,” she
insists. Was she going to let me in at all? I glance out the
doors but my mother, of course, has long ago driven away.
I’m caught between utter humiliation and fury. I’m not
lying! How could she not believe me? Why am I getting in
trouble when I’ve done nothing wrong?
“Well I’ve always been very tall for my age,” I say in

that tone I’ve heard my mother use. I hear a stifled chuckle. In the office behind the evil woman, an old man turns
and whispers to her. She stiffens a bit, and glares at me.
“Well,” she says, “I’ll let you in this time.…”
I remember feeling cheated, somehow. I certainly wasn’t vindicated, but I’d won. And to this day, I can’t remember passing the doorman. I don’t remember the big boys or
which side of the theater I chose, or even the movie I saw.
All of the terrors I’d imagined came to nothing as, I’ve
learned, they usually do.
Looking back on it, I can see that it was an archetypal
experience, the hero’s journey of countless mythologies.
And the Strand was the perfect setting for a myth to
unfold. It had all the elements: a dragon at the door, the
passage to a dark world, full of unknown terrors; the transformation of reality; and the eventual return of the hero to
his own world, braver perhaps, and a bit more grown up
for having met the challenges by himself.
Some weeks later I returned to the Strand, this time to
see a movie with my mother. We bought our tickets (I held
my own), we got popcorn and Ju-Ju Fruits and took our
seats as if we did it all the time. No sooner were we settled in, but a flashlight appeared at our shoulders. “This
boy told me he was only eleven last time he was here,”
whispered the wicked old witch, “I think you might owe
me some money!”
My mother stiffened and turned to her. “How dare you
suggest that my son lied! I think you owe him an apology!
He’s very tall for his age, and besides, my Young Man
doesn’t lie!”

What a full house — long before the balcony
was removed and the small second-screen
theater was put in upstairs .
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RICHARD HIGGINS ARCHITECTS, INC.

Hilt
Masonry
Inc.
ROCKPORT, MAINE

We feel fortunate to have had
the opportunity to work with
you in the renovation of
the Strand Theatre.
Congratulations
on your grand opening.

MEMBER AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

423 MAIN STREET
ROCKLAND, MAINE 04841
(207) 594-1421
FAX (207) 594-1072

Congratulations to
everyone involved with
this awesome project!
Your expertise has been
state-of-the art and
much appreciated.
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Marquee
Installation
& Unveiling
Sat. & Sun., May 28 & 29, 2005

The Strand Theatre has had four generations of marquees
— the first went up in 1923 when the Strand opened; the
second in the early 1930s; the third in 1979; and the fourth
(modeled after the 1923 original with the vaudeville-style
canopy) was installed on May 28, 2005, and unveiled on
May 29. The 2005 reproduction was built by Wagner Sign
PHOTOS BY ELEANOR ERDMAN
Company in Ohio.
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A very, very
WARM welcome
back, to the

We’ve been waiting patiently for the Strand Theatre to re-open...

STRAND
THEATRE!

IT’S CERTAINLY WORTH THE WAIT!
Congratulations from the Rockland Historical Society

From all
of us at . . .

Glad We
Could Help!!

Our service is the difference
Rentals – Sales – Service

Kalloch Fuel Service, Inc.

236-8803

Camden Farmers Union
594-5595 • 800-494-4053

4 4 0 W E S T S T R E E T, R O C K P O R T

FERRAIOLO

•

Residential/Commercial/Industrial Site Work • Road Building

GEORGE C. HALL & SONS, INC.

CONSTRUCTION

Earthwork Experts Since 1949

Mulch • Mooring Stones • Granite Rip Rap

We wish to congratulate
the Strand Theatre on
its Grand Opening

General Contractors

Congratulations
on Your Opening
from Everyone at
George C. Hall & Sons

Phone: 594-5161 • Fax: 594-2812
262 Pleasant St., Rockland
Email: johnferraiolo@aol.com
www.iwantconcrete.com

60 New County Road
(207) 594-4630 • 594-5544 (fax)

Ready-Mix Concrete • General Contractors • Excavation • Commercial
Industrial • Residential • Site Work • Granite Counter Tops • Marble Fireplaces

www.georgechall.com
•

Utilities (Sewer & Water Lines) • Building Demolition

Sand • Gravel • Loam
Crushed Stone • Snow Removal
Pre-Fab Concrete Products

•

Sand • Gravel • Stone • Loam • Fill • Crushed Asphalt • Bark

•
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Strand Opening to Feature Documentary
of Strand’s History and Restoration
long with the first film to be shown at the Strand’s
opening will be the screening of a 16-minute documentary on its history and restoration. The documentary will also be shown during the afternoon’s tours of
the theatre. For the past year, filmmaker Dale Schierholt
has been filming first the deconstruction and then the
reconstruction of the 82-year-old theater. When he began
the film, Schierholt owned a marketing, design and video
firm in Princeton, New Jersey, as well as a home in Owls
Head and was in transition, preparing to move his business
and home to Maine permanently. He was intrigued by the
Strand project and thought that volunteering his time and
energy to document it would be a good way to meet people in what would be his new home — an idea that succeeded far beyond his original hopes.
Schierholt studied film in college but got into corporate
video a few years ago, doing projects for non-profits, such
as public service and awareness pieces for cable networks
who donate time to non-profits.What’s nice about digital
video, says Schierholt, is that non-profits can afford it:
with just himself and a small crew, he can produce a very
high quality piece. But, says Schierholt, “Documentary
film is really my love.”
What Schierholt has put together is familiar to any fan
of public television: a combination of archival film, old
stills, new footage and a musical score to make a documentary in the style of Ken Burns. He asked community
members to be on the lookout for old photographs of
downtown Rockland in different periods that showed the
Strand through the passing decades. A few people sent

A

him some material and will receive film credit, and
Schierholt and Strand director Donna Daly searched
through old books for additional shots, which Schierholt
then scanned in and cleaned up.
When Schierholt began shooting, the wall twinning the
Strand had already been removed, although the balcony
was still intact. After that he went in once a week or so,
documenting the construction right up to the last weeks of
the interior finishing.
Originally, Shierholt thought the primary focus of the
documentary would be the filming of the changes to the
theater. Over the course of the project, however, he
became increasingly aware of what a role the Strand had
in the life of the community, and the focus changed: “The
umbrella is the community’s attachment,” he says.
Schierholt also thought, when he started, that he would
need a narrator for the film, but in the course of his interviews he got enough commentary from Meredith Dondis
and his brother Harold, that their voices tell the story.
Meredith Dondis, the last owner and operator of the
Strand, still lives in Rockland. Schierholt interviewed
Harold at his law office in Boston. The 84-year-old
lawyer, who wrote a chess column for the Boston Globe
for many years, never worked in the theater, but he’s a
film buff who had many stories to tell about the business.
Others who make an appearance are Carleton Grey, the
Strand’s last projectionist, who will be returning to his
position, and former ushers, candy counter personnel,
ticket sales people, and local Main Street businessmen
who remember the Strand in its heyday.

The renovation of the
Strand took 14 months,
start to finish.

Dale Schierholt
at work
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Congratulations
on Your Grand Opening
from . . .

“IT’S A GAS”
CONSUL
Gas Refrigerators In Stock.
Perfect for Camp or Cottage!
Also: Paulin Indoor Gas Lights Available.

ARVIDSON’S/THE GAS WORKS
594-5751

& Electric too!

1097 Commercial St., Route 1 • Rockport
Visit us at: www.arvidsons-thegasworks.com

Certified Public Accountants
P.O. Box 876
14A School Street
Rockland, ME 04841
www.snma.com

Tel. 207-594-9501
800-760-1556
Fax 207-594-7338
Email cpas@snma.com

Spend the Night
Downtown!

MOTOR INN

520 Main St.
Rockland • 594-2131

BOTH JUST A
SHORT WALK TO
ROCKLAND BEGINNING,
THE STRAND

2 Park Drive
Rockland • 596-6661

A
A FAMILY BUSINESS,
A MIDCOAST STORY —

From the Trade Winds
(1965)
to Liberty Hospitality

www.libertyhospitalityofmaine.com
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Architects Brian Beland, Sue Lopez and, at right,
Richard Higgins of Richard Higgins Architects

New Strand Theatre Architects
The redesign of the Strand Theatre was
overseen by the Rockland firm Richard
Higgins Architects. The firm was chosen for
the project in part because of Higgins’ association with John Gillespie, an architect who
designed the Rockport home of the Strand’s
owner, Matthew Simmons. Gillespie and his
wife Donna Janville were a part of the
Strand’s design team, which included
Higgins and members of his staff: project
architect Bruce Davis and architects Sue
Lopez and Brian Beland. Others who consulted on the project were Boston acoustic
consultants Cavanaugh Tocci; masonry consultant Scott Whittaker and Becker
Structural Engineers, Inc., of Portland.
While the Strand has received designation as a National Historic Landmark,
awarded on the strength of the significance
of its role in the cultural life of Rockland
throughout its 80 years of operation, little
of the original structure was preserved,
says Higgins. The project involved “replacing a lot more building systems than originally anticipated.” There were many
demands made on the tiny building’s very
limited space in order to meet today’s
building codes. A great deal of ledge needed to be removed from the basement area to

gain enough room to put in another kitchen,
bathrooms, a small lobby and green rooms.
The excavation also allowed for the lowering of the main lobby floor so it was ADA
compliant.
One part of the Strand will be familiar
to former patrons: the 1960s-vintage seats
have been retained. The bases and frames,
said Higgins, were of a really high quality and, since the original makers were
still in business, the seats were sent back
to the factory and completely upgraded
and refurbished. The replaced elements
— tin ceiling, plaster, proscenium, even
the stenciling on the walls — will closely
replicate the originals. “It’s going to look
a lot like it did,” Higgins said, “but with
state-of-the-art sound and projection.”
Even before the interior was complete,
Higgins said, “The acoustics are going to
be wonderful. I can feel it already.” The
sound was designed to suit both film and
live shows.
Higgins says the Strand’s patrons will
feel they’ve entered a vintage 1920s theater, an interesting contrast to today’s cinemas. “It’s not a vanilla box,” he says. “This
is the greatest project for downtown
Rockland in a long time.”

Thursday, June 30, 2005

15

Omni Construction of Warren
Lead Contractor for Renovations
Omni Construction of Warren has been the
lead contractor for the extensive renovations
of the Strand. Company president John Frye
worked with Strand Theatre owner Matthew
Simmons on construction of Simmons’ own
house in Rockport before starting the Strand
project, the company’s first commercial renovation. According to Donna Daly, Strand
director, the company has done “a fabulous
job, just top notch.”
Restoring the Strand to its former glory
wasn’t just a matter of patching plaster and
laying new carpet. The 82-year-old building
had some definite problems which new owner
Simmons only realized the full extent of as
work began in 2004. “The building had deteriorated,” recalls Daly. “We decided to do it
right, to bring it fully up to code and to ADA
(Americans with Disabilities Act) specifications.” For example, the old brick used in the
original building was found to be spongy and
porous, actually wicking moisture into the
building’s structure. So the old brick was
removed and Ben Hilt Masonry, of Camden,
installed the new brick, matched in color to
the old hue, instead. “We chose three different
colors of brick and a matching mortar color,”
says Daly. “It took lots of research, trips to
brickyards in Massachusetts. The architects
must have looked at hundreds of samples of
bricks.” With the new brick, the facade and
walls will last another 100 years, said Daly.
Similarly, the initial plan was to restore
the old tin ceiling in the Strand. Yet when
the time came to take a good look at the old
tin tiles, it was found that the tin had rusted
too badly on one side to be restored. “So we
decided to replicate them,” Daly explains.
The original pattern was used to make new
molds to stamp the new tin tiles. “We were
disappointed not to be able to use the original ceiling,” says Daly. “Still it’s identical to

the original.”
Because many of the original features
could not be restored and had to be recreated,
the Strand restoration project has been denied
substantial historic preservation tax credits.
Strand owner Matthew Simmons does not
concur with that decision: “We were turned
down as an historic restoration due to bureaucratic stubbornness, but we fired ahead and
did it the best way, so that the Strand will be
intact 50 years from now,” and, he added,
“We think it is an historic restoration.”
The central idea throughout the entire
restoration project was to evoke the historic
look and character of a 1920s movie theater,
thoroughly updated for modern use. Thus,
the new lobby is not an identical reconstruction of the original lobby, in large part
because no photographs of that first lobby
could be found. “The lobby was designed by
the architect to keep with the feel of the
times,” Daly says, “using lots of wood, for
example, as was used then.” The bathrooms
may be glamorous but they are also ADA
accessible and more spacious than the originals. Likewise, the new marquee, unveiled to
the public on May 29, has lights to illuminate
film titles; the original marquee had no lights
and used painted boards on the three sides to
let the town know what was showing.
Restorations of prominent community
buildings often must rely on a mixture of
private and public grants and municipal support. The entire Strand Theatre project has
been privately funded by its owner. As a
result, the project has moved to completion
quickly, notes Daly.
The Simmons family’s opinion of the completed work? “Fabulous,” they say. “We are so
proud of the workmanship. All the teams have
worked so hard, and we are so proud of
Donna and how she has managed this.”

Bench Dogs Put Their Woodworking
Skills to Work at the Strand
While Omni Construction of Warren was
the lead contractor for the Strand’s renovations, many local businesses worked on various parts of the year-long project. Bench
Dogs, a local woodworking and cabinetry
firm, brought their skills to bear on the two
storefront windows on the façade and the
theater’s new double doors.
Weber Roberts, co-owner of Bench Dogs,
says, “The two 45-foot by 10-foot storefronts are designed to match the originals.
They are made of three-inch African
mahogany, with glass windows in which
there will be movie posters.” In addition, the

Congratulations
Shepard

Chevrolet • Pontiac • Buick • Toyota
U.S. Rte. 1, Rockland

594-8424
Shepard
Nissan • Chrysler • Dodge
U.S. Rte. 1, Rockland

594-2154
Shepard Brothers
Storage
Rockland • Thomaston • Camden

594-2154

company built the sturdy double doors
through which patrons will enter the lobby
and concession area. Downstairs where the
new bathrooms are located, Bench Dogs
built a dramatic wrap-around banquette
which curves around a standing column.
“The completed piece is five feet in diameter,” continues Roberts, “fully upholstered
with a back.” The Bench Dogs firm moved
to Rockland from New York City four years
ago and has been creating sleek displays
and other furniture for local stores such as
the Atlantic Baking Company and
Penobscot Bay Soup Co.
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Our heartiest
congratulations to
Matthew Simmons
and to all those
who made the
return of the
Strand possible.
Carole & Woody
Emanuel
36 Bay View Street
Camden, Maine

T

HE RED SEATS that
were in the Strand when it
closed were saved and sent to

Michigan American Seating (the original fabricators) to be repainted and
reupholstered (still red). The Strand
opened in 1923 with 636 seats. When
it closed it had about 460 seats. The
new Strand will have 350 total seats
(94 of those in the new balcony).
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Derek Gundy
and the Strand

A

rtist Derek Gundy grew up alongside Rockland’s
Strand Theatre. His parents owned Huston-Tuttle,
the art-supply, framing and gallery business just
up Main Street from the theater, and Gundy loved to go to
the movies, even by himself. “I went alone,” he recalls,
“even as a young adult. I always loved getting lost for two
hours in someone else’s life.” One of his early movie
memories? Watching from the Strand’s balcony as the
camera zooms in on Kermit the Frog in the first Muppet
movie.
Gundy relocated to Seattle in January of 2004, but his
fascination with and interest in the Strand continues. He
was asked by the Strand’s director to design a poster for
the grand opening of the Strand, and the poster, titled “On
the Outside Looking In,” as well as other works by Gundy
and editions of two of his previous Strand posters will be
on view and for sale at a show at Rockland’s Harbor
Square Gallery.
The show is called “Now Playing,” and there will be a
reception at Harbor Square, with Gundy in attendance,
from 3 to 6 p.m. on Saturday, July 2. In addition to the
new painting, there will be about eight to 10 pieces of theater-related work, including monochromatic storyboards
and previously designed posters.
Gundy has devoted a whole section of his Web site to
the Strand, and there tells about his memories of the
Strand’s dark years, from the day of its closing through
the time that its future remained unclear.
A month or so after the community learned that the theater’s new owners would sell
the theater, but with a clause
in the purchase agreement
that prevented the new
owner from showing firstrun films, Gundy was
involved in a new project.
He had sublet a local gallery
for four months, January
through April, while the
owner was in Greece teaching. He says: “I opened the
gallery on weekends, and
was quite taken with how
people would stop and look
at the paintings I would put
out in the front window each
day. They always had a reaction to them; some would
laugh, some would make a
face. It would really depend
on what was out there. It
was then I realized I had this
downtown window which
was really like a stage, and
Derek Gundy in front of
one of his Strand paintings

“Cast,” watercolor and acrylic painting
by Derek Gundy

whatever was out there would
really share the story with whoever walked or drove by....”
He used this window to display paintings he made that
showed his feelings about the
Strand’s descent into limbo.
“Monopoly” depicted the tide
rising in the street with a sailboat in front of the Strand. A
figure on the boat’s stern is
using a long pole to pull the letters from the Strand’s marquee.
This painting was soon sold,
and was followed by “Gone
Fishing,” which showed the theater with the flood waters rising,
and a character of Gundy’s,
Alfred, atop the marquis fishing
for the letters that had been
washed off during a storm. On
the roof of the theater, people
were eating and drinking not
knowing of the rising waters.
For an employee show at
Huston-Tuttle & Gallery One
during Christmas 2002 Gundy
painted another Strand piece,

SOME THINGS JUST GET BETTER WITH AGE
We welcome the
return of the Strand
to Rockland’s
Theater District.
Bravo!

OWLS HEAD TRANSPORTATION MUSEUM
Open Everyday • Year Round

Call for our 2005
Special Event Schedule
Located on Rt. 73 in Owls Head
three miles south of Rockland ME

207-594-4418
www.owlshead.org
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this time with a holiday theme. A Christmas tree on top of
the marquee glowed in the evening darkness, while the rest
of the painting was done in black and white. Gundy says,
“I had pretty much accepted the emptiness of the theater at
that point. But still, in the back of my mind I was hoping
for something....”
After Gundy moved to Seattle, the Strand was finally sold
to Matthew Simmons, the present owner, and the future of
the historic moviehouse looked a little brighter. “I was elated to hear this,” says Gundy, and I began to miss Rockland
a bit, wishing I had been around to see this happen. Friends
and associates dropped me e-mails to let me know what was
going on, and one person actually suggested I come back
and show some artwork in conjunction with the theater
opening. At the time it sounded like a nice idea....
“The more I thought about it the more I missed home. I
decided to paint another painting of the theater. The Strand
had become a character in my work, and it was fun to continue to paint it, thinking of my friends back on the coast.
“Cast” shows Alfred once again fishing from the marquee,
but this time his hook has snagged a nicely wrapped gift.
Alfred returns again in the Strand commemorative poster
(which serves as the cover of this supplement), but this
time he is happily installed in the box office window.

www.rockcitycoffee.com

ns
Congratulatio
to the Strand!
Paintings by Derek Gundy — Top: “Gone
Fishing.” Left: “Balcony,” black-and-white
watercolor. Above and upper left: two
images from a storyboard on the Strand
called “The Show Must Go On.”

Gundy’s paintings and posters will
be featured in an exhibition called

ART

Come visit
our new gallery,
across the street
from the Strand.
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 12-4, Gallery nights 10-8

“Now Playing,” opening at the
Harbor Square Gallery in Rockland
on Saturday, July 2. Gundy will be
present at an opening reception
planned for 3 to 6 p.m.

A Lincoln Street Center

GALLERY
3 4 2 M a i n S t r e e t
Rockland, Maine 04841
2 0 7 . 5 9 4 . 8 7 8 4

BRAVO!
The Golden Age
of Moviegoing
Returns to
Rockland!
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Historic Landmark - continued from page 7
ued. In a talk to the local Lion’s Club in the early nineteenthirties, Dondis stated that Rockland was the only “motion
picture location in the country which had shown a profit in
1931 and 1932, although materially reduced.” Paramount
itself had to go into receivership and reorganization during
the early thirties. Most theatres added novelties to increase
attendance. For example, around 1933 popcorn, candy and
soft drinks were offered for the first time in theatres. This
mirrors the portrait of the Strand painted by the Rockland
city directories. Between 1931 and 1935 James Dondis’s
tobacco shop began to offer candy for theatregoers.
Another example would be the bank nights at the Strand
advertised in 1928, perhaps one of the “events” that Katz
recommended to managers of Paramount theatres, which
were also detailed specifically in the book about the management of motion picture theatres published in 1938 by
Frank H. Ricketson, Jr. But after a difficult decade for all
businesses, Mr. Dondis suffered a heart attack in the
spring of 1940. His extended recovery appeared to be just
ending in late October when he died suddenly. Mrs.
Dondis, an experienced businesswoman in her own right,
continued the family business.
World War II provided an incredible boost to the film business. In February 1942 Walter Winchell announced during a
radio broadcast that the government had certified the motion
picture industry as a necessary war industry. Certainly by
this time the movies were vitally intertwined with American
life – reflecting many changes in modern society and triggering others. As Maggie Valentine wrote in her consideration of the theatres of S. Charles Lee, “movies boosted
morale, kept the public informed, sold war bonds, and
showed propaganda films.” They also served as collection
points for thousands of tons of recyclable materials.
Valentine noted that the amount of money raised by “free
movie” days where admission was by bond is estimated to
be $100 million. The Home Front of Penobscot Bay:
Rockland During the War Years by Paul Merriam, Thomas J.
Malloy and Theodore Sylvester, Jr. highlights the importance of the local theatre for the war effort. They observed
that the second drive for war bonds in September of 1942
sold completely out and that $170,000 was raised at the
Strand Theatre in a single night. Successive campaigns also
did well and were just part of the events with a military
theme. Another example from the Strand’s history were the
fashion shows for the female members of the armed services that took advantage of the theatre’s stage.
Rockland itself was drawn heavily into the war effort,
as the book details, because of its well-protected deep
harbor suitable for major naval trials, an operating shipyard, a Coast Guard base, and the military airport at
Owl’s Head. This drew additional people to the city
whose population before the war in 1940 was 8,900. But
as a service center, it must be considered that there were
22,000 individuals within ten miles of the theatre. The
potential audience swelled with the servicemen and
women in the area, but also with the growing labor force.
Not only were there local war industry jobs, but also during the war there was bus service daily from Rockland to
Bath Iron Works for each of the three shifts. It is no wonder that the Strand and Park theatres occasionally offered
midnight shows for the increased audience. Nationally
movie attendance increased almost thirty percent in the
war years over the decade before.
While attendance at movie theatres dropped in the nineteen-fifties with the advent of television, the Strand survived. The neighboring Empire and Park theatres both
were gone by the early 1960s. Ida Povich Dondis formally managed the movie theatre until 1981 when she retired
at the age of eighty-eight. Her eldest son Meredith assist-

Paramount executives

ed her with the management and continued on his own,
selling the theatre in 2000.
The initial construction and subsequent changes in the
theatre itself illustrate the shifting priorities and needs of the
film industry. The building used unusual materials in, what
seemed at the time, an odd design. A rare building material
in Maine, the terracotta tile-blocks were part of the technological experiments in the early twentieth century and are
more commonly seen today as the building components for
silos in the Midwest. The almost severe façade with its few
embellishments marked a change in function and in mindset
for the nineteenth-century business district. The asbestos
projection booth demonstrated the many details of construction that indicated the apprehension of the owners, well
aware of the dangerous side of motion-picture technology
and the events that had created available space in the neighborhood. The anticipation by Joseph Dondis of the construction of the balcony and stage reflected not only his optimism, but also that of the period and industry. The change
of the first small storefront into useable space for the theatre,
notably the creation of a more spacious restroom for
women, interestingly enough, corresponds to one of the
general improvements recommended by the marketing
branch of the Publix theatre chain in their suggestions for
splendid service. The updating of the marquee appears to
relate to the increased business as growing military preparation brought more potential customers to the area and would
certainly add visibility to a façade that had become familiar.
The other storefront was modified soon after the death of
James Dondis who ran the cigar/candy store. The twinning
of the theatre in the late seventies was a pragmatic reaction
to the growing number of multiple screen theatres. This
began in the mid-nineteen-sixties with the construction of
the first twinned or double-screened movie theatre. This
process continued throughout the seventies and accelerated
in the nineteen-eighties to multiplexes.
Throughout those years of 1923 to 2000 the Strand theatre
owned by the Dondis family maintained a consistent face to
the street of Rockland, entertaining the fishermen, the ser-

vicemen, the families scattered over the midcoast area of
Maine. Those who extracted and exported the resources of
the vicinity were drawn to the popular entertainments of
their day, the cultural imports of Hollywood. The theatre,
initially seen as a “quite different” design in a nineteenthcentury commercial context, heralded changes in the architectural world at large toward restrained ornamentation and
rationalized form. The bold and bright lines of the structure
and its marquees acted as visual cues for the building’s various roles. The Strand served the Rockland region as a recreational center, a community gathering spot in difficult times,
and a teller of timeless tales clothed in a magical display of
twentieth-century technological advances.
In 1931 Meredith had celebrated his eleventh birthday at
his father’s Rockland theatre with a party where his young
brother Harold, who had “limelight” aspirations of his own
at the time, gave readings and impressions before the film
“The King of the Wild” was shown. Meredith would work
as an usher as his cousins worked as projectionists, ticket
takers and assistants behind the candy counter. The Strand
theatre shaped much of his life as it had shaped that of his
parents. The movie industry itself had molded American
consumers as much as they had molded its products by
their choices. The Rockland Strand stands as a monument
to a long-lasting family business, a world-changing recreational industry, and a local landmark that evokes other
times in the flickering light of the movies.

Downtown Rockland in the ’50s.

Meredith Dondis (L) with Strand Director Donna Daly
at the marquee unveiling on Sunday, May 29.
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Now Showing: How the West Was Won...

How Would They
Escape High Prices?
The Historic Inns of Rockland offer their congratulations
on your high-quality restoration, returning the Strand to
its historic position within the Rockland community.

BERRY MANOR INN
800-774-5692
www.berrymanorinn.com

LIMEROCK INN
800-546-3762
www.limerockinn.com

CAPTAIN LINDSEY HOUSE
800-523-2145
www.lindseyhouse.com

LAKESHORE INN
866-540-8800
www.lakeshorebb.com

OLD GRANITE INN
207-594-9036
www.oldgraniteinn.com

WATERMAN HOUSE & GARDENS
207-596-0093
www.watermanhouse.com

Fortunately for
Midcoast Auto & Truck
Buyers There Was the

ROCK

THEY SAVED THOUSANDS ON
NEW & PRE-OWNED!!!

L U M B E R & H A R D WA R E

E.L. SPEAR, INC.
SINCE 1900
10 Payne Ave. (U.S. Rte. 1) – Rockland • Tel. 594-4331

We are pleased to extend a
warm welcome to the new
Strand Theatre on its
re-opening.
Community emerges when we
work together to strengthen
our shared values.
Congratulations from all
of us at E.L. Spear

THEN T HE ALL

!
!
D
E
V
I
N E W ’ 0 5 M U S TA N G S A R R
No Matter What the
Sheriff Said,
Steve Was Bound to
Stack ’Em Deep and
Sell ’Em Cheap!

Rockland Ford
Lincoln Mercury
Store Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:00-5:00
Sat. 7:30-4:00
Sun. 9:00-4:00

“THE BUILDERS CHOICE FOR OVER 100 YEARS”

U.S. Rte. 1, Rockland
594-4466 • 1-800-888-5856
www.rocklandford.com
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NOW SHOWING AT
MAZZEO’S
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Welcome Home
Strand Cinema!
We’re Glad To Have You Back!

Chimney
& Stoves
Rte. 90, Rockland, www.mazzeosinc.com

Tues.–Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

596-6496

GRANITE GARDENS
Landscape and Nursery
Garden Design, Stonework
and Maintenance

Member FDIC

© 2005 Camden National Bank

We ÒprojectÓ
great success
for the
Strand Theatre

Offering Hardy, Unique and Native
Plants and Landscapes
Espresso Hut: Featuring Rock City Coffees
Fresh-squeezed Lemonade
Food & Bakery Items to Go
Antiques, Outdoor Furniture and Gift Items
Farmers Market Saturdays
From June thru September, 10 am till 2 pm
Open 7 Days a Week Monday thru Saturday
5:30 am to 5:30 pm • Sundays 7 am to 5 pm
6 Wallston Road, Tenants Harbor
372-0518 • e-mail: nateman@midcoast.com

Pen-Bay Glass, Inc.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5

594-0766
Rte. 1, Rockland-Thomaston Line, Rockland
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The City of Rockland
wishes to thank and
congratulate the ownership,
management and
contractors for their
remarkable contribution
to our city.

Recent photos (just before
renovations) by Joshua Bright
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OMNI CONSTRUCTION

Congratulations to

The Strand Theatre.
We are honored to have
been involved in such
a vital addition to the
Rockland community.
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Will You Be Having Champagne with Your Sea-Salt-Dusted Popcorn?
n drawing up plans for
the renovation of the
Strand, one of the
debates focused on whether
or not to keep the Strand as a
twin theater, as it was from
1979 up until it closed, with
one screen downstairs and
another in the small upstairs
theater where the original
balcony had been.
Economically speaking, it
would have made sense to
keep the twin theaters, but,
happily for movie-going balcony-lovers, it was decided
to return the theater to its
original one-screen with balcony.
But there will be an
added surprise up there —
a small bar area has been
added in the balcony and a
variety of alcoholic beverages will be on sale. (A
small kitchen has been
added, as well, to be used
primarily for catered
events.) The appropriately
theatrical star of the changing assortment of wines and
beers to be offered will be

I

“champagne in a can” —
Sofia Blanc de Blancs, produced by the NeibaumCoppola Estate Winery.
Sofia champagne was created by Francis Ford Coppola
and named for his daughter,
Sofia, who won acclaim
with her film
“Lost in
Translation,” as
well as an Oscar
for Best Original
Screenplay.
Champagne is
fine, indeed, but
what would a
movie theater be
without the
delights of candy,
soda, and popcorn? In response
to changing preferences — as more
and more people
are trying to eliminate unhealthy
snack foods from
their diets — but
in keeping with
the traditional
movie experience,

The Strand Theatre will offer
salty and sweet movie fare,
but with an eye toward
patrons’ health. On the main
floor, movie-goers will be
able to choose from an array
of popcorn — from herbalflavored to sea-salt and sea-

weed-dusted, topped, or not,
with real butter. Hot coffee
from Rock City Roasters,
herbal teas, natural sodas,
and bottled waters will be
available plus decadent
baked goods from neighboring Atlantic Baking

Company. The Strand also
will offer an all-star candy
array including Endangered
Species Chocolate Bars and
other sweet treats.

Andreas Fuchs,
Co-Author of Cinema
Treasures to Attend
Grand Opening
S • BLINDS • SHAD
E
P
A
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•

Cinema magazines, among others. He
has a master of arts in cinema studies
from New York University and completed his film studies at Centre Odeon
in Paris.
Cinema Treasures is a lavishly and
colorfully illustrated history of the
American movie theater from the earliest nickelodeons to today’s megaplexes. The material was drawn from
photographs and ephemera taken from
the authors’ own collections and provided by theaters and culled from
archives from throughout the U.S.
More than a nostalgic trip down memory lane, it tells the story behind the
movie theater and the way in which
industrial, social and artistic trends
have informed its evolution.

•

Speaking on Sunday will be
Andreas Fuchs, a third-generation
cinema operator who sold his first
movie ticket at the age of 12 in his
parents’ theater in Germany. Along
with co-author and film historian
Ross Melnick, he is the author of the
newly released Cinema Treasures, A
New Look at Classic Movie Theaters.
Fuchs will speak briefly about the
impacts of historic film theaters on
downtowns.
Fuchs works with exhibitors worldwide as an independent consultant specializing in all aspects of theatrical
exhibition and provides editorial services to trade publications such as Film
Journal International and Film Echo.
His articles have appeared in The
Hollywood Reporter, Auditoria, and

UPHO

L S T E RY
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WHEN IT COMES TO WINDOWS…

Adirondack Chairs
The classic Adirondack
chair has been around
since the early 1900’s.
The Strand Theatre has
been here for over 80
years. We congradulate
the historic Strand on its
reopening.

$

9000

unfinished

Frank Washburn
594-0094

Building
Adirondack Chairs
in Midcoast Maine
since 1993

Rockland
www.washburnchairs.com

WE COVER ALL BUT THE VIEW!
Custom Drapes • Swags • Vertical & Mini-Blinds
Pleated, Duette, Roman & Roller Shades
Much More

Route 1, Rockland • 594-2555
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We’re
rooting
for you.

©

Congratulations
on your opening!
©

From Our Family to
Yours, a Sincere
Thank You for
Bringing Family
Entertainment
Back to Rockland!
Sun.-Th. 11am-11pm • Fr.-Sat. 11am-1am

s r

r

TM

594-9494

236-6212

Serving Rockland/Thomaston

Serving Rockport/Camden

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
BY BETH AND PAT PROVOST

MONDAY–SATURDAY 8-5
SUNDAY 9–3
ROUTE 17, ROCKPORT, MAINE

594-5070

A “Fixture” on Main Street
Returns...

DESIGNER PLUMBING SHOWROOM

594-3291
S E E O U R S H O W R O O M • 1 4 3 M AV E R I C K S T. • R O C K L A N D
w w w . f i x t u re s m e . c o m

We congratulate The Strand Theatre on its opening. You are an important
cultural addition to our community. Best wishes from all of us at Harbor Plaza.

Shaw’s, T.J. Maxx ’n More, Staples, Olympia Sports, Curves, Fashion Bug, The UPS Store, GNC,
Goodwill, Rock City Coffee, H & R Block, China Coast Restaurant, Radio Shack & Rent-A-Center

HARBOR PLAZA
CAMDEN STREET, ROCKLAND
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the Craignair Inn
and Restaurant

✴✴

Mace’s

Celebrating Our 58th Year
Enjoy A Meal With Us Before The Show
Situated on a granite ledge by the sea with spectacular ocean views and outstanding food…
Come and enjoy yourself at the Craignair Inn
Reservations Appreciated ✦ Children’s Menu Available
Daily Specials • Fully Licensed • Outstanding Wine List!

“Only products of the highest quality shall
bear the name of Benjamin Moore & Co.”
-Benjamin Moore, 1897

✴✴

✴✴
✴
✴Great Styles...Great Prices! ✴✴
✴✴
✴✴
✴
✴

✴

✴✴

✴
✴

✴

✴
✴
✴✴
✴

✴

Save
!
e
r
o
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&
%
50 on

Clark Island Road
Spruce Head, Maine
594-7644
Directions: from Route 1 in Thomaston, take
Route 131 south 6 miles, left onto Route 73,
go one mile, turn right onto Clark Island
Road, go one mile, Craignair Inn is on left.

✴✴

✴

✴

✴
✴
✴✴
✴
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Merchandise

✴

✴

✴
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✴
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We welcome the restored classic
Strand Theatre to Rockland.
Come see the classic colors of
Benjamin Moore at Schofield’s!
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Schofield’s
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TM

✴✴

104 Park St., Rockland • 594-2000 • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm • Sat. 9 am-2 pm

✴✴ 367 Main Street, Rockland

✴✴✴✴

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

REALTOR

®

WWW.SOUNDVEST.COM

...Your Hometown Agency with a Global Reach

LIST WITH US!
0 Days on Market

SOLD

5 Days on Market

Liberty

6 Days on Market

SOLD
31 Days on Market

SOLD

SOLD

Jefferson

Rockland-“Pretty as a picture.” This beautiful home has much to
offer to its buyer. Large yard for gardens and play, two-and-ahalf-story barn that could serve as an art studio, personal woodworking shop, or great storage space. 4 bedrooms, 1 and 3/4
baths. Offered at $339,500.

Friendship- Peaceful and tranquil, off the beaten path. This lightfilled contemporary home sits atop a knoll overlooking the
Meduncook River. Gently sloping lawn and fields to the 260 ft.,
of accessible shorefront. Water views or mountain vistas from
everywhere. $569,000

16 Days on Market

Warren

SOLD South Thomaston
42 Days on Market

SOLD
Thomaston

Rockland

Cushing- Overlooking Salt Pond, this 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath Hope- Immaculate 2-bedroom, 2-bath home with sunroom, 2Colonial features hardwood floors, gas fireplace, master suite on car garage and storage shed. Wonderful yard and mountain
1st floor, guest suite on 2nd floor, maple kitchen and additional views. Home warranty included. $199,000
1,650 square foot apartment that is beautifully done with 2 bedrooms, full kitchen, full bath, gas fireplace and deck. Situated on
10.5 acres. $499,000

Thomaston- Two-bedroom with 2-car garage, 1st floor laundry,
outbuilding, pantry and other storage. Full finished basement.
$219,000

Hope- Two newer duplexes fully rented in excellent condition.
All units have plenty of storage, garage parking, deck with privacy and much more. Just a short drive to town with pond frontage.
Excellent investment. $359,000

153 MAIN STREET, THOMASTON • 354-0233
Each office independently owned and operated

147 PARK STREET, ROCKLAND • 596-6095
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Certified Feng Shui Consultant
Mary Ellen Ostherr, MA
Energy follows intention
Enhancing
happiness, health
and prosperity

594-4449

Along Rockland’s Main Street, both in storefront windows and inside shops,
stand-ups of stars and characters from Hollywood’s past have recently appeared.
They are part of a game in which individuals of all ages are welcome to
participate — just identify the Hollywood legends and match them up with the
stores in which they are standing up or hanging around.
The riddles below may help you identify those movie stars and characters as you
wander Main Street and find out where they are.
Then: fill in the contest coupon below, cut it out and follow the instructions for
entering the riddle raffle.

Here are the RIDDLES
1. Twenty-one years after KING KONG,
a scientific expedition searching for fossils
along the Amazon River discover this prehistoric Gill-Man in a legendary body of
water. The explorers capture the mysterious
creature, but it breaks free and can now be
found playing Monopoly and piecing
together puzzles.
2. Immortalized forever in a national
treasure for her key part in helping to safely guide a young girl, her dog, and group of
friends back home. She can be found sampling blue- and pink-wrapped bubble gum.
3. This Million Dollar Man escaped
Alcatraz, foiled a terrorist organization,
policed San Francisco and Arizona, and led
a group of Texans and a herd of cattle north
to market in unforgiving territory with true
power along bridges and by pink Cadillacs.
Currently he is spending time with an
organization that serves as a voice for the
balanced future of the islands and waters of
the Gulf of Maine.

E N T R Y

4. This rebel without a cause and giant
of the screen went from cowboy to oil
tycoon in his short life. He remains a symbol of rebellious and misunderstood youth.
If you catch the right angle, fifty years after
his untimely death, his spirit can be found
sampling sweets and sipping coffee just
down the road from a museum full of classic cars he would have loved.
5. This straightman and clown have
worked with everyone from Captain Kidd
and the Invisible Man to Boris Karloff and
Frankenstein. Between St. Louis Wolves
games you can find them picking out gifts
for their sweethearts at a stylish women’s
store downtown.
6. Frequently seen portraying a gangster,
but occasionally a cowboy, this legend of
stage and cinema was devoted to his craft.
He captivated audiences in a romantic war
drama thought by many to be the best picture ever made. Currently he can be found
standing among good company sampling
Pinot Noir and Pinot Grigio.

F O R M

Return of the Strand
RIDDLE CONTEST
Riddle contestants will be eligible for a raffle to be held by The Strand
Theatre and Maine Screen Video at the grand re-opening of The
Strand Theatre on Sunday, July 3.
Completed entry forms should be taken to Maine Screen Video’s booth
on Main Street between 3 and 4 p.m. that day. Prizes will be given
out at 4:30 p.m. Contestants must be present to win.
Name That
Film Legend or Character

In Which Main Street Store
Can the Legend Be Found?

Riddle 1
Riddle 2
Riddle 3
Riddle 4
Riddle 5
Riddle 6
Your Name
Town of Residence

May I Sell
Your Home?
Expose your property to over 700 real estate
firms and over 4,700 agents* through my access
to the Maine Real Estate Information System.
Karen Rizkalla, Realtor®

542-7247
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Serving All of Midcoast Maine

*Based on information from the Maine Real Estate Information System, Inc. as of 5/17/05. • Office: 372-8049
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Summer Big-Screen Classics FILM SERIES

OTHER SPECIAL FEATURES
COMING THIS SUMMER:
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The Strand’s Summer Big-Screen Classics Film Series will offer some of the best timeless classic films
— on the BIG screen as they were meant to be seen. Every other weekend during the summer an all-time classic will
take to the big screen — on Saturdays at 2 p.m., and Sundays at 7 p.m. (with the exception of “Lawrence of Arabia”
— see show times below).
August 13 & 14 — North By Northwest (1959)

July 4, 5 & 7— Lawrence Of Arabia (1962)
Starring: Peter O’Toole, Alec Guinness,
Omar Sharif, Anthony Quinn.
Director: David Lean
Run time: 3 hrs, 45 min
(This film will be shown with an intermission.)
Sweeping epic adventure and character drama about
enigmatic British mapmaker T.E. Lawrence (O’Toole), who
transforms himself into the leader of a World War I Arab
revolt. At this point, the story of his life becomes the stuff
that legends are made of, and so is this film. “Lawrence”
keeps audiences on the edge of their seats, and, at over
200 minutes, goes by faster than many a movie of half its
length due to Lean’s brilliant pacing and direction, a topnotch script, and superb acting all around. With a fabulous score by Maurice Jarre, and breathtaking cinematography by Freddie Young (filmed in vivid Technicolor!), this
epic film is a must see on the BIG screen. Showing 3 days
during the Strand’s Grand Reopening Week!
Show times: July 4, 5, & 7 @ 6 PM daily.

Starring: Cary Grant, Eva Marie Saint,
James Mason.
Directed by: Alfred Hitchcock
Run time: 136 min.
Hitchcock’s great suspense thriller/adventure film in which
Madison Avenue advertising executive Roger O. Thornhill
(Grant) is mistaken for a government agent by a gang of
spies, framed for murder, and chased cross-country. On
the run throughout the entire film, he is pursued by foreign
operatives, the head of the spy ring (Mason), the CIA, the
police, and mysterious blonde Eve Kendall (Saint). A literal plot-twisting cliffhanger with superb sequences including
the famous crop duster scene in an open field, and the
chase across the face of Mount Rushmore. Three Academy
Award nominations, including: Best Story and Screenplay,
and Best Film Editing. In glorious Technicolor!
Show times: Saturday, August 13 @ 2 PM & Sunday,
August 14 @ 7 PM

August 27 & 28 — It Happened One Night (1934)
New Restoration Print!
Starring: Clark Gable and Claudette Colbert.
Directed by: Frank Capra
Run time: 105 min.
In this timeless romantic screwball comedy, rebellious
socialite Ellie Andrews (Colbert) is en route to the Big
Apple to elope with a fortune-hunting playboy. Along the
way she meets street-smart reporter Peter Warne (Gable),
who’s just been sacked and—unbeknownst to Ellie—plans
to sell her story to get his job back. After a series of zany
misadventures, and with their journey coming to an end,
the two opposites find that they are madly…if reluctantly…
in love. 1934’s It Happened One Night was the first film
to sweep all the major categories for the Academy Awards
(Best Actor, Actress, Director, Screenwriter and Picture).
Show times: Saturday, August 27 @ 2 PM & Sunday,
August 28 @ 7 PM

July 16 & 17— Bringing Up Baby (1938)
Starring: Katharine Hepburn and Cary Grant.
Directed by: Howard Hawks
Run time: 102 min.
Hepburn plays an heiress who uses her pet leopard, Baby,
to help get the attention of a stuffy zoologist (Grant). The
result is a series of lunatic and harebrained misadventures,
disasters, light-hearted surprises and romantic comedy.
This glorious screwball comedy has been called one of the
funniest films of all time! With its breathless pace, zany
antics, perfect sense of comic timing, and absurd situations and misunderstandings, Bringing Up Baby is wild,
crazy, hysterical FUN for the whole family. (Kids will love
this movie!)
Show times: Saturday, July 16 @ 2 PM & Sunday, July
17 @ 7 PM

July 30 & 31 — Sunset Boulevard (1950)
Starring: Gloria Swanson, Erich von Stroheim,
William Holden.
Directed by: Billy Wilder
Run time: 110 min.
Sunset Boulevard is a classic film noir/black
comedy/drama, about “behind the scenes” Hollywood, selfdeceit, and the price of fame, greed, narcissism, and ambition. Swanson gives her greatest performance as Norma
Desmond — a deluded, tragic, ambitious silent screen
actress whose career declined with the coming of the
talkies. Holden plays a writer half her age who is the object
of her obsessive affection, and
Stroheim is Max, Norma’s
faithful butler. Cameo appearances by Cecile B. DeMille
and Buster Keaton. This classic,
tragic film was highly regarded
in its time, was honored with
eleven Academy Award nominations and received three
Oscars. If you haven’t seen this
classic, Sunset Boulevard is a
“must see” and is consistently
voted one of the greatest
American films of all time!
Show times: Saturday, July
30 @ 2 PM & Sunday, July 31
@ 7 PM

September 3 & 4 — Casablanca (1942)
Starring: Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman,
Claude Rains, Peter Lorre.
Directed by: Michael Curtiz
Run time: 102 min
Romantic drama of wartime sacrifice set in Nazi-occupied
French Morocco. Bogart’s portrayal of the cynical but
heroic saloonkeeper Rick Blaine made him a major star.
With a crackling script and the classic song “As Time
Goes By,” Casablanca won Academy Awards for Best
Picture, Best Director, and Best Screenplay in 1943. If
you have never seen this great film, see it immediately! If
you have only seen it once, it deserves to be seen again!
A perfect ending to our Summer Classic Film Series!
Show times: Saturday September 3 @ 2 PM & Sunday
September 4 @ 7 PM

July 8 & 9 — Lightning In A Bottle (2004)
Directed by: Antoine Fuqua
Ex. Producer: Martin Scorsese
Run time: 103 min (PG-13)
Documentary highlighting a one-night, one-time-only
concert at Radio City Music Hall in New York City in
February 2003, in which some of the greatest performers in the history of Blues music came together for a rare
live performance. Captures the emotional spontaneity of
live Blues performances. “Performances by Mavis
Staples, Son House, Solomon Burke, Odetta, B.B. King,
Keb Mo, Natalie Cole et al. sear right through the careful packaging to lay bare the core of the music.”—
Ernest Hardy, L.A. WEEKLY. Interviews with B.B. King,
Bonnie Raitt, Buddy Guy, Chris Thomas King, Dr. John,
Jimmie Vaughn, Honeyboy Edwards, Ruth Brown,
Shemekia Copeland, Solomon Burke, Steve Jordan, and
Vernon Reid. “..hugely entertaining” — Wesley Morris,
BOSTON GLOBE. Shown during this year’s annual
North Atlantic Blues Festival!
Show Times: Friday, July 8 @11:30 PM & Saturday,
July 9 @ 9 PM

July 13— One Night Only! Reel Paradise (2005)
Maine International Film Festival “Sneak Peak”
Director: Steve James
Steve James’, the director of Hoop Dreams, new film,
Reel Paradise (rated R), tells the story of independent
film guru John Pierson’s ‘mission’ to bring back a cinema in the remotest island of the Fijis. Pierson moves his
family to the island of “Taveuni” for a year, with the
intention of running the local cinema and showing free
movies to the locals. Among his selections are
Hollywood popcorn movies like Bringing Down the
House, hits like X-Men, classics like Apocalypse Now!
and Buster Keaton’s Steamboat Bill Jr. The film also captures the family’s struggles to live in a faraway place
where modern technology is largely unavailable. Reel
Paradise is a selection at this year’s annual Maine
International Film Festival, which runs July 15-24 in
Waterville. John Pierson and representatives from MIFF
will introduce this “Sneak Peak” screening, followed by a
question-and-answer session.
Showtime: 7 PM

August 6 & 7— JAWS (1975) — 30th Anniversary!
Starring: Roy Scheider, Richard Dreyfuss
Directed by: Steven Spielberg
Run time: 124 min.
Set in a fictional New England coastal resort town,
beach-goers are terrorized by a menacing Great White
Shark. JAWS is a masterful, visceral and realistic science-fiction suspense/horror/disaster film that taps into
the most primal of human fears — what unseen creature
lurks below the dark surface of the water beyond the
beach? The tagline for the tensely paced film, “Don’t go
in the water,” kept a lot of shark-hysterical ocean-swimmers and 1975 summer beachgoers wary. This summer,
JAWS celebrates its 30th anniversary. The first so-called
summer blockbuster, JAWS broke box office records and
made the cover of Time magazine, which proclaimed
the summer of 1975 “Summer of the Shark.” Over the
past 30 years, JAWS has become so much a cultural
benchmark that the relentless “dum dum dum dum dum
dum” sound of John Williams’ Oscar-winning score
remains an ominous and often-mimicked aural cue for
coming calamity. Come see this classic summer “sharktale.” You’ll never go in the water again! JAWS plays
during this year’s annual Lobster Festival on:
Saturday, August 6 @ 2 PM & 9 PM and on Sunday,
August 7 @ 2 PM and 7 PM.
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After 76 years of continuous operation by the Dondis
family, in June 1999 Meredith Dondis decided it was time
to retire. Following are excerpts from “The Last Picture
Show” article that ran in The Free Press on June 10, 1999.

THE FREE PRESS

The Strand — the
week before its
1999 closing.

The Last Picture Show
n June 1999, with a sudden decision that
caught even his wife by surprise, Strand
owner Meredith Dondis announced that
he would retire. The theater had been damaged slightly on June 5 by a fire that started
in a butter melter for the popcorn machine,
but cleanup was well under way shortly
thereafter and Dondis said the fire was not
the reason for his decision, but that he’d
been considering the move for some time.
The closing of the last movie theater in
Rockland was the end of an era for the
Dondis family. Joseph and Ida Dondis,
Meredith’s parents, had built the Strand in
1923, and at one time Joseph also owned
two other Strand Theatres in Maine: one in
Skowhegan and one in Calais. “He and two
partners built the Skowhegan theater,”
Dondis recalled, “and it was the most beautiful theater in Maine.” During its heyday, its
marquee lit up the entire block.
Dondis had been closely associated with
the family business since he first ushered in
the Rockland Strand as a boy. He was also a
manager at Rockland’s other movie theater,
The Park, located on Park Street near the
present Rite Aid pharmacy. “It was also a
Paramount theater,” he said, “and it pooled
its receipts with the Strand’s.” The Park,
which later became the Knox, went out in
the 1960s, leaving the Strand as Rockland’s
sole dream palace.
Framed side by side in the Dondis home
are two old ticket price lists. One shows
matinee prices of 25 cents for adults and 10
cents for children’s tickets. Evening prices
jumped to 35 cents for orchestra seats and
25 cents for those in the balcony. The list
beside it shows the government exacting its
dues: a three-cent U.S. tax raised the regular
ticket price to 28 cents, 39 cents in the
orchestra.
For that price, Meredith’s wife Essie
reminds us, you really got a lot of entertainment. Unlike a night at today’s cinemas —
which give the ticket buyer a single feature,
possibly with previews, for a price tag of
around six dollars, more or less — in the
1940s and ’50s your quarter would give you
a double feature, along with a newsreel, a
cartoon and previews of coming attractions.
On Saturdays, a children’s matinee would
often offer a double feature and a dozen or

I

so cartoons. “On Fridays and Saturdays, the
cowboy movies were the most popular,”
Meredith Dondis remembers, but his personal favorite as a youngster was serials —
adventure films of only 15 or 20 minutes in
length that would usually end with a heroine
in distress. “It’d end with someone trapped
in an elevator or something, and you couldn’t wait to know how things would turn out
the next week.” Meredith’s earliest memories of the Strand are of vaudeville acts coming to town, and he remembers the special
attractions that lured the customers in during
the Depression. “We’d have Bank Night,
with a raffle drawing for a money prize.
Dondis was the owner of the Meredith
Furniture Company on Rockland’s Main
Street when he took over the Strand in the
1980s. “His mother, at 87, called and said,
‘I’m retiring.’ His dad had died in 1939 and
she’d run the business all those years,” Essie
Dondis said.
Ida Dondis was a formidable personality,
her family recalled. One of their favorite
family stories concerned her legendary driving exploits. In her later years, she had an
automatic garage door opener installed that
jammed one day and locked her in the
garage. “She threw the car in reverse and
just backed out through the doors,” her son
recalled, smiling.
For a few years, Dondis ran both the
Strand and his furniture business, but finally
sold the furniture company to Paul Arvidson
in 1985.
One of the highlights of his years at the
Strand was the time, around 15 years ago,
when the theater held a world premiere of
the film “Power.” The screenplay of the film
was written by David Himmelstein,
Dondis’s son-in-law. “David had been a
Neiman Fellow at Harvard and was a
reporter for the Portland Press Herald when
he met my daughter,” Dondis explained. His
daughter Jo was also a journalist. Himmelstein changed careers after he won a screenplay writing contest with an original script
called “Talent for the Game,” and he lives
and works in Los Angeles with his family.
At the time of the Strand’s 1999 closing,
Dondis confessed that the decision to retire
made him feel sad, because he’d loved his
work over the years. “I always liked the the-

ater business — it was a little more glamorous than the
furniture business. When the
customers came in they
were ready to have a good
time and I enjoyed talking to
them.”

L-R: Lynn Dondis —
daughter of Meredith and
Essie Dondis; Carlton
Grey — who worked at
the Strand on and off for
30 years and was the projectionist from 1977 on;
and Donna Daly — Strand Theatre Director. This photo was taken May 29,
when the Strand’s new marquee was unveiled. Carlton Grey will be returning as
projectionist when the Strand reopens.

17 Rockville St.
Rockport, ME 04856
Tel: 207-236-8644
Fax: 207-236-8395

Your Renovation

Boom Truck Rental • Sales • Service • Fabrication

FLOORS
US!

Some
Dreams are
made of Steel!

We are pleased
to be able to help
“secure”
the Return of the
Strand Theatre

Congratulations!

Cayouette Flooring
Sales & Installation • Free Estimates
VINYL • WOOD FLOORING • CARPET • CERAMIC TILE
AREA RUGS • ORIENTALS

Mon. - Fri. 9 am - 5 pm • Sat. 9 am - 4 pm
The Flooring Network

210 Park St., Rockland • 594-2413

738 MAIN STREET, ROCKLAND • 594-4750
OPEN MON.-FRI.M 8:00-5:00

Grand Opening of The Strand

Professional Framing
Solutions
Exceptional, Reliable, Friendly

We Wish The Strand Theatre All The
Best In Your Grand Re-Opening!
156 SOUTH MAIN STREET, ROCKLAND, MAINE 04841
TELEPHONE: 207-596-7476 FAX: 207-594-7244
www.primroseframing.com

Stop in before the show for
a great Mexican meal!

Fresh & Healthy California-Style
Mexican Food At A Fair Price
488 Main St. ✷ Rockland ✷ 594-6196
Lunch: Tues.-Sat. 11-3 ✷ Dinner: Thurs.-Sat. 5-8

Hollydachs Pet & Aquarium
Celebrating our 32nd Year

The Midcoast’s Full Line Pet Shop
Welcomes The Strand Theatre Back
to Main Street
Premium Pet Foods • Saltwater & Freshwater Fish • Aquariums &
Supplies • Birds & Small Animals • Reptile Supplies

Everything You Need In One Location!
246 Main Street, Rockland • 594-2653

WELCOME BACK TO MAIN STREET

THE FREE PRESS

Thursday, June 30, 2005

29

OPEN 7 DAYS
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in home
fragrancing!

aromalytic lamps
purify and fragrance the air
beautiful hand-blown vessels
great fragrances like vanilla bean & red currant
9-5:30 M-F

9-5 Sat

403 MAIN ST. ROCKLAND • 594-5333

OPEN 7 DAYS

T

he project has been
so much bigger than
anyone anticipat-

ed.… People will be surprised

at the extent of it. The Strand is
being returned essentially to its
1923 configuration, and not
many people know what it was
like before it was twinned.
- Donna Daly, Director, Strand Theatre

275 Main Street, Rockland

Presents

Comedy Night
g
Featurin

Dave Andrews
and
Carolyn Plummer

Friday
July 1,
8-10 pm
Advance Tickets $10 • $15 At the Door
Doors open at 7pm
Call for Reservations • 593-9336

WELCOME BACK TO THE
NEIGHBORHOOD, STRAND!
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“We want to be your Jeweler!”

Congratulations
Strand Theatre!
Welcome back to
this wonderful city.

377 main street • rockland
www.gmpollack.com • 594.4833

I

t’s going to be an
anchor for the town —
a welcome addition to
Main Street. We’re going
to try to give it that feel
of an old movie theater
and recreate that goingto-a-movie experience.
Donna Daly, Director, Strand Theatre,
in an interview in March 2004

IT’S BAAAACK!

(WELCOME BACK, STRAND THEATRE)

FROM ALL YOUR “FIENDS” AT...
Appliance Village

Financing Available
*See store for details
Main St., Rockland • 594-2929
Need parts? 1-800-215-9867
www.kelseys.homeappliances.com
e-mail: kelseys@gwi.net
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Rockland Café
441 Main Street • Rockland, Maine • 596-7556
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

Thank You For Saving
Something Special to All of Us!
Stop in for Dinner Before the Show.
Open ’til 9pm June-Sept., ’til 10pm Fri. & Sat.

BEST SEAFOOD ON THE COAST
All You Can Eat - 7 Days a Week

Clothing, Jewelry & Gifts

“A Great Movie is Like a Great
Black Dress. It Never Goes
Out of Style”
—Anonymous
429 MAIN ST., ROCKLAND • 594-0293
MON.-SAT. 10AM-6PM

SUN. 11AM-5PM
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• T-Shirts
• Hats
• Socks
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PClothing • GiftsST

Rockland

Afghans
Buoy Bells
Candles
Jam & Syrup
Boats
Rugs
Cat’s Meow
Customs

Damariscotta Port Clyde

464 Main St. 36-40 Main St.
594-2660

563-1815

T-Shirts

One Show Only!
In Person

Ariana Barron
In Our Store
Wednesday, July 6
1-4 pm
Truly Clever Lampshades

meander
373 main street • rockland • 596-6781
mon.–thurs. 9:30-6 • fri 9:30-8 • sat. 9:30-5 • sun. 11-4
www.meanderofmaine.com

On the Dock
Rte. 131
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Visit
Downtown
Rockland
The Grasshopper Shop
of Rockland
400 Main Street,
Rockland, Maine

OPEN EVERY DAY

GALLERY
357 MAIN
THE

AT

357 Main Street, Rockland, Maine 04841
207-596-0084
357main.com
Monday - Saturday 10 - 5
Sunday 1 - 5

Christina DeHoff
Recent Paintings
June 22 - July 30, 2005
“Summer Lace” 42” x 56” oil on canvas, 2005. by Christina DeHoff

Congratulations to the
Strand Theatre.
Welcome to the neighborhood!

We Welcome The Strand Back to Main Street

cards • toys
gourmet kitchenware
435 main street • rockland • 594-9246

Andrus Flowers & Gifts
442 Main Street, Rockland • 594-4033 or 1-800-541-0515

Your Theatre
Certainly Has
Blossomed!!

TO MAIN STREET!

We
Welcome
The Strand
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S
I

o much attention to
detail and historical
research went into the
restoration.…
t will make Main Street
a real destination and
be another place in
which to enjoy the city of
Rockland. - comments by Mayor Tom
Molloy at the marquee unveiling on May 29, 2005

ISLAND INSTITUTE
and

archipelago

THE ISLAND INSTITUTE

STORE

welcome
the return of

the Strand Theatre
as the latest
revitalization
of Main Street

Rockland
386 Main Street, Rockland
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WWW.FULLERAUTOMA
LL.COM

Rockport
Fuller Chevrolet
236-8861 • 888-805-0717

Rockland
Fuller Automall
594-5563 • 800-947-5563

www.fullerautomall.com

